Activity Guide: February

Ifems in are included in your PBL kit from CHNH

Ages 0-24 months:

e Cardboard box sensory bin
o Save a medium-large size cardboard box (or an extra kiddie pool?!). Put in some or all of
the and have children take turns sitting in the box.
m  Encourage babies o explore cause & effect by rolling the balls at the edges of the
box and showing how they roll back and don't “disappear” like they might in a big

open room.
m  Try the same activity with inside the box instead of balls.
e Wash the animals!
o Give the a bath with a shallow bin of soapy water and some sponges.

m Have one bin of water and one bin of soapy water and lots of cups and sponges-or

Justwater for very young children (no soap).
(For older children, have an activity that makes the animals “dirty” first before washing them-something like dirt/mud works well
and washes off the animals well! There are other food items that can work (pudding, etc) so choose what you think will work best

for the children at your organization-use tools like brushes, toothbrushes, pipettes, etc to clean!)

Ronan, son of Museum staffer Colie, is 11 months old.
‘He was too tall to sit in any boxes we had, but a laundry basket worked great! He loved being surrounded by the balls
and also really loved dumping them out of the basket!”



Ages 2-3 years:
o Mix & Match fun

o Roll out the and place a few manipulatives on and around it. See how children play!
m Al kinds of are fun to add (even animals that don't Live on a farm-maybe
some sorﬁng will happen!) but also +hings Like and other play sets. What

kind of stories will children create?

e Make a mini parachute fort!
o Use and provided and create a fort by clipping it onto chairs or tables.
Bring in some toys fo play with or books fo look at. Create an environment!
m  One of our awesome program partners mentioned that they had read the story The
Hitten by Jan Brett and then acted it out using the parachute. We Love this idea and
hope you fry it, too!

Jules, daugh’rer of Museum staffer Meredith, is 2 years old.

“The farm rug activity was so fun to watch. She looked at the rug and then ran to get her farm playset. She
placed the apples that came with the playset over where the apple free on the rug was and then had some
Duplo people drive their car over to pick apples!

She also enjoyed the parachute cave. We read “The Mitten” and then she found Mr. Bear to bring in-just like
the big bear in the story!”


https://www.amazon.com/Mitten-Jan-Brett/dp/0399231099
https://www.amazon.com/Mitten-Jan-Brett/dp/0399231099

Ages 4-5 years:

e Compare & contrast with
o Set up some different challenges using the before the children enter
the space
m  Ex: Start some stacks that show different simple color patterns, try some stacks
of only small blocks and other stacks of only large blocks, patterns with small and
large blocks, etc.
® Once children enter the space, see how they react to the different
patterns/challenges and what kinds of challenges they create for
themselves. Add in some manipulatives like animals or other fiqures and
see how they get integrated into the play.

o Share a book about patterns! We Like the book Round by Jennifer Ward for talking about
patterns in nature, and the book A Pair of Socks by Stuart J. Murphy for more traditional
color patterns and matching.

e Chilly sensory bin

o Freeze some of the in ice cube frays! Put the ice cubes in a sensory bin.
Invite children fo use the and some warm water fo free the critters!

m  We love pipettes for this kind of sensory fun, and they're great for fine motor
skills, too!

(ExampLe se+—up for critter mel.’ring!)


https://www.amazon.com/Round-Jennifer-Ward/dp/1534431195/ref=asc_df_1534431195/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=459616993353&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18160044382186367684&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9002481&hvtargid=pla-945240138625&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Pair-Socks-MathStart-Matching-Level/dp/0064467031/ref=sr_1_1?tag=pockofpres06-20
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-Transfer-Calibrated-Essential-Laboratory/dp/B08CMPRNC3/ref=sxin_15_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.14a246c3-7a62-40bf-bdd0-5ac67c2a1913%3Aamzn1.sym.14a246c3-7a62-40bf-bdd0-5ac67c2a1913&crid=Z7KLY5AWFKMD&cv_ct_cx=pipettes&keywords=pipettes&pd_rd_i=B08CMPRNC3&pd_rd_r=8c231d09-cea6-4bfe-b0d3-6eed358f669c&pd_rd_w=L73ax&pd_rd_wg=98KaM&pf_rd_p=14a246c3-7a62-40bf-bdd0-5ac67c2a1913&pf_rd_r=S0SQBVP6TC7TD9SRHH3E&qid=1674848532&s=books&sprefix=pipettes%2Cstripbooks%2C101&sr=1-4-a73d1c8c-2fd2-4f19-aa41-2df022bcb241-spons&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyT1c2UkI0T1RMQjlXJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjM3MjkwMkI4QUtKMVEzNjFWRyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUExMDEwMDE1MzdWMk1NVUExUjBRMiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX3NlYXJjaF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU&th=1

